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“Miracle Worker or ADA” 
By:  Jaime Vogt

 
 

Stop the hurt… 
         begin the healing 

  

Prosecutors face many challenges
daily.  I have seen a child welfare
worker make a prosecutor melt after
putting a baby in his arms and say, “I
just wanted you to see the child that
belonged to the case number you
were trying in court today”.  

Many prosecutors volunteer their
time, after already spending long
hours at work, to help in a court
school program that is designed to
help the children.  To watch a
prosecutor dreading the phone call

c
 
 

S

À

 
À

I
 
B
S
W

  
 D
 S
 C

 

 
 
 
 
 

pecial Events: 

 2004 Tulsa Run 
¾ October 30, 2004 

 CAN Film Festival 
¾  November 14, 2004 
that must be placed to a parent
informing them that the State does
not have enough evidence to take
their child’s case to court is a painful
experience. Before prosecuting a case
the prosecutor must weigh the effect
of taking the case to trial and the
impact it is going to have on the child
and their family 

I have seen frustration when they
work long hours and battle constant
stress only to have a jury return a
verdict of not guilty.  I’ve seen ADA’s
refuse to eat the week of the trial
because a case is just too important to
stop working on.  I have heard, “I
can’t let that kid down” and “I can’t
do these kinds of cases anymore.
They are too emotional.”  Because
they are good at their job, we expect
so much from the District Attorney’s
office.  We forget that they are human
and capable of fatigue.  Their losses
are not always forgiven.  We expect
them to work miracles….because
sometimes they do.  
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As part of the Multi-disciplinary
Team, I have seen some of the
challenges the prosecutors face.  I
do not work for the District
Attorney’s office; I am an outsider
looking in.   
 
Our expectations for the DA’s office
are for them to perform miracles
and have endless energy.  We
expect them to present a logical
case, where often there are no
witnesses, only the child’s word,
and to maneuver a complex legal
system guaranteeing that Justice
will prevail. 
 
I am not sure most of us are aware
of the complexities, the frustrations
and the pressures many prosecutors
are confronted with when building
a case of child abuse.  Prosecutors
must construct a logical sequence of
events and depend upon witnesses
to appear and consistently state the
facts.   
 
They depend on the family to be
patient with the endless delays and
confusing legal motions.  They must
try to calm parents who fear the
court system for their child and
themselves.  They must manage
their own concern of whether the
child will survive the enormous
stress of waiting to go to court,
facing the accused and
withstanding confrontational
questions that a child should never
have to answer. 
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Every September when the Suture’s
Golf Tournament is held I am
reminded of my favorite quotes
“There are lots of good ideas out
there and there is nothing new
under the sun . ... Excellent
implementation, he felt, was the
real key to success in every
endeavor.”  (Charles and Lynn
Schusterman Family Foundation
regarding Charles Schusterman).  
 
Now I know what you are probably
thinking…a golf tournament?! –
Clearly Barbara has lost her mind.
On the contrary, the organizers of
the Suture’s Golf Tournament,
Kerry Tunnell, Dave Ingram and
Dan Pollard, put on a great, well-
organized and FUN event.  The
Tournament is sold out every year
and over the last five years Sutures
has donated over $67,000 to the
Child Abuse Network.  This event
exemplifies excellent implement-
tation and success thanks to Kerry,
Dave, Dan, their Tournament
Director Nicole Hassett, their
sponsors Larry D. Fleming, Don
Kerr, Rex and Judy Graves, B.J.
Kissinger, Dan Pasque, Chris Smith,
and Mollie Williford.  Also, an
added bonus this year, a live
broadcast by Clear Channel Radio
and the Buzz. 
 
What do you say about local
businessmen who decide that they
will hold a golf tournament because
they want to help make a difference
in children’s lives?  I say, very well
done and thank you so very much. 
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Heartfelt “thanks” to the following individuals and organizations for their 
contributions:  April 1, 2004 – June 30, 2004 

 
29th Yale Church of Christ Pamela Cox Mazzio’s Corporation Myrna & Larry Seale 
Albertson’s Cox Communications, Inc. MBM Corporation B.J. Searcy 
Lamiaa and Kahlid Ali CPCU Society -  NE McAuliffe Elementary School Dianne Shelton 
Marilyn & Fred Allen CSI of Oklahoma McDonalds Angela Shelton 
Anheuser Busch, Inc. Darling International Mary & Michael McGraw Louise & Jerry Short 
Association of Fundraising Susan & Les Dickson Sarah Jane McKinney Linda Siegmann 
Bank of Oklahoma Jerry Dillon Nancy & Peter Meinig Mablelean Smith 
Billie & Howard Barnett dmi Manufacturing, Inc. Memorial Drive United Methodist Bernice Sober 
Sharon J. Bell Toby Fell Ann Metcalf Bebe Spessard 
Martin Belsky Tim & Maggie Fox Sandra & Larry Mocha Stairs 
Cynthia & Louie Benson Friendship of Eastern Stars Mullin Plumbing, Inc. Janice Steinkirchner 
Donna & Chester Berry Frontier Produce Claudia Newman Michael Stubler 
Sharon & Dr. Robert Block Michelle Frost Nancy Payne Noni & Roy “Skip” Teel  
Bruce Bolzle Karen & Marcus Garrison Mary & Bob Plank Temple Israel 
Dr. Danette Boyle Girl Scout Troop 265 Glenda & David E. Portman Tender Loving Clowns 
Blue Cross Blue Shield Greater OK Hunter-Jumper Sally & Chip Posner The Go Show 
Sylvia & Irvine  Braverman Scott Green Sheila M. Powers True Green Land Care 
Misty & Bryan Bronnert Pam Greer Marilyn & Michael Predovic Ron Turner 
Robyn Brooks Sue & David Halpern Pristine Power Wash of OK Cathy A. Vaughan 
Brooks Grease Service, Inc. Heartland Ventures Betty Redford Laura & Rick Verity 
Brooks Industries Kathleen & Marcus Hilti Robert Bates, LLC Jaime Vogt 
Todd Brown Dave Ingram Karen Rose Wal-Mart 
Patty & John Bryant Carol Jones Brently Rouse Jennifer & Paul Walker 
Charles & Marilyn Buland Lynn Jones Jane & Kenny Russell  Jennifer & Tim Warren   
Catoosa Family Clinic Hillary Kitz RX Medical, LLC Paul Witt 
Carolyn Chamlee Mayor Bill LaFortune SACS Dorothy Wortmann 
Stanley Carson Joseph Landers Judi & Jack Schanck Lisa York 
Children’s Health Care Karen & Dennis Larsen Kay & Ed Schemerhorn                                      
Community Care College Bess Livingston Charles & Lynn Schusterman                                     
Gina & Christopher Covington Jeanne & Don Marlar Family Foundation  

± We apologize if we have mistakenly omitted your name.  Please let us know. 

 

 

  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Suture’s            9th Annual        Golf Tournament 
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2004 TULSA RUN 
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Approaching! 
 

he¤ is now for all the CAN 
supporters to come out and 

participate in the run or 
volunteer!   

 
If you would like additional 

information please call  
Nancy Hatfield 
918-831-4583    
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Fax:  918-831-4579 

 
 

 

Sunday, November 14, 2004 
1:15 pm – 2:45 pm – 4:15 pm – 5:40 pm 
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