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Part 1: Child abuse is both an effect and a potential cause of low socioeconomic status. 
Children living in poverty are significantly more likely to be abused or neglected. Over 50% of 
the children CAN sees from Tulsa County live in zip codes with low-to-moderate income tracks, 
and that number increases to over 70% of children from Tulsa City. Poverty rates directly 
correlate to abuse rates, and child abuse victims often face long-term consequences that impair 
their employment ability. As such, child abuse survivors have an increased probability of 
becoming impoverished as adults. In order to give child abuse victims the opportunity to have a 

childhood that prepares them for 
adulthood, child abuse victims 
require intervention services to 
stop the abuse and get them on the 
path to recovery. Intervention 
services help child abuse victims 
to break this cycle of poverty and 
abuse, and are most successful 
when intervention occurs 
immediately. Children who are 
able to recover from the abuse and 
find healing are more likely to 
develop into well-adjusted adults 
that are able to maintain the 
standards necessary for 
employment. CAN focuses on 
child abuse intervention and help 
identify and stop the abuse so that 
children can begin their healing 
process.  
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Part 2: CAN sees children from all different demographics and socioeconomic backgrounds, 
but over half of the children who receive services at CAN come from zip codes with low-to-
moderate income tracts. Poverty does not cause child abuse but research demonstrates that 
poverty is one of the main risk factors contributing to child abuse.  

The social and environmental risk factors associated with severe abuse include low 
socioeconomic status; lack of access to medical care, health insurance, adequate child care and 
social services; parental unemployment; homelessness; social isolation and/or lack of social 
support; and dangerous and/or violent neighborhoods or community violence. These risk factors 
are also all associated with poverty, which helps to explain why impoverished children are more 
likely to face abuse. 

Children Served by the  
Children’s Advocacy Center FY 2016 



3 | P a g e  

 
When a child comes to CAN with a protecting parent, CAN's mental health consultations provide 
that parent with referrals to community resources who can help with the family's unique needs. 
In many cases in which poverty is involved, CAN is able to talk with the caregiver about what 
basic needs the family may have and direct them to the right places and even make appointments 
for the family to ensure they receive the support they need.  
 
 

Part 3: The relationship between child abuse and poverty is often cyclical. While poverty may 
be one of the factors that contributed to child abuse, child abuse in turn can result in lower 
socioeconomic status for the victim later in life. Research shows that children who are abused are 
more than twice as likely as their non-abused peers to face adult impoverishment. Child abuse 
directly influences a child’s developing brain, and alters the child’s responses to his or her 
environment. When children do not learn how to connect with their surroundings, their peers, 
and their society, they develop into adults that may struggle to function in the workplace. In 
addition, child abuse survivors may face numerous mental, physical, and social obstacles. When 
compared with their non-abused peers, child abuse victims statistically complete less schooling, 
have medical concerns, and experience mental health problems that interfere with procuring and 
maintaining employment. Child abuse victims are also more prone to substance abuse, criminal 
activity, violent behavior, social anxiety, and re-victimization. These all hinder efforts at gainful 
employment. 
 
Child abuse victims do not have the same opportunities for healthy growth and development as 
their non-abused peers. Unaddressed childhood maltreatment increases likelihood of long-time 
negative socioeconomic outcomes and also increases the probability of generational poverty and 
abuse. But once the abuse is stopped and recovery begins, abused children can begin to focus on 
growing and learning. When abused children receive help and find healing, they are more able to 
develop intellectually, socially, and emotionally, which will assist them in their adult economic 
well-being. 
 


