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Leadership Letter
many of our supporters like you receive tuesday’s tidbits, the weekly emailed newsletter that provides 
updates about activities at the center.  i usually peruse it quickly, but recently, my jaw dropped because 
the newsletter revealed that 75 children were seen and received services at the child advocacy center 
during the week of February 23-28.  ten kids were under the age of three.  Fifteen of those were crisis 
calls.  Just like i’m sure you do, i immediately think about what those children must have experienced 
and how grateful i am that our community provides them a safe and child-friendly place to have their 
voices heard. 

i also think about how difficult a week like that undoubtedly is 
on the people who work at caN’s children’s advocacy center.  
everyone at caN and our partner agencies are already stretched 
so thin. these professionals have dedicated their work to helping 
children in the midst of abuse allegations, and as a community we 
continue to ask more and more of them.  what we once hoped was 
a blip in the increased number of children caN serves has proven 
to be our new reality: in Fiscal Year 2011, we saw 1,947 children.  
since then, numbers have hovered around 2,500.  In Fiscal Year 
2014, 2562 children were served.  

the good news is that the tulsa community has listened and responded with wonderful support, which 
is needed now more than ever.  as a United way partner, caN has the opportunity to participate in the 
Tulsa Area United Way’s Day of Caring.  On september 5, 2014, we were lucky to welcome 200 
Quiktrip employees who volunteered to provide an incredible facelift to caN’s facilities.  You may 
recall in 2013, caN’s administrative staff moved into the gymnasium to make room at the center; 
Quiktrip built offices and conference facilities for them in this space.  their volunteers re-painted the 
center, did landscaping and fence repair, installed new signage, and re-did bathrooms.  what an  
amazing donation and morale booster!  caN and its partner agencies are so grateful to the generosity  
of the United way, Quiktrip and its employees. 

the last six months have also seen an incredible community response to caN’s two fundraisers - 
the CAN Superhero Challenge, a family-oriented obstacle course run on march 29, 2015, and the 
CANdlelight Ball, an elegant black-tie fundraiser that will occur on april 25, 2015.  these two events 
keep caN’s staff and volunteers very busy, but the results are worth it in terms of raising funds, raising 
awareness, and solidifying positive relationships with caN’s wonderful donors. 

caN continues to be the only non-profit in tulsa that provides child abuse intervention services.  along 
with our partner agencies, we continue to utilize our resources in the most efficient way possible to 
provide services to as many children as possible.  Although the work is hard, the Center is a place 
of hope for the children we serve.  without your generosity, the 1 in 17 children who is involved in 
a DHs abuse investigation or assessment in tulsa county each year would not have a safe place to be 
heard and to start healing.  the numbers are staggering, and they appear to be our community’s  
new reality.  

Thank you for responding and for your continued assistance and support.  

Adrienne Barnett



caN service statistics
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State law requires EVERY person to 
report suspicion of abuse or neglect to the 

Department of Human Services.  
If you suspect that a child is being abused  

and/or neglected call:i Oklahoma hotline:  (800) 522-3511
National hotline:     (800)-4ACHILD 
                               (800) 422-4453

3child specialists

kids a week

total number of new children served:  

600
42

487

532 22

children were seen for the following alleged abuse:  

sexual abuse Physical abuse

witness to violence

Neglect Other
(of which 18 were fatalities)

types of appointments 
(not all children seen at the center receive the same services):  

862
Forensic 

interviews

410
medical 

evaluations

207
mental Health 
consultations

Vision: to be the foundation for the 
most effective community response to 
reported child abuse and provide  
children a turning point on the  
pathway to healing. 

Mission: to provide collaborative 
intervention services to child abuse 
victims, so that they are encouraged 
to embrace a future driven by hope. 

Philosophy: child abuse damages our 
community’s most vulnerable citizens 
and often has generational implica-
tions. in the context of violence, child 
abuse is a public health problem that 
presents complex social and moral 
dilemmas concerning its cause, effect 
and remedy. addressing child abuse 
requires a comprehensive plan with 
multiple, coordinated strategies.  

board certified 
child abuse pediatricians 2

50
see on average

Professionals at the center:



Pictured above are volunteers, donors, staff and board members who attended the Annual Appreciation 
Reception on June 26. 

New Name. New PaiNt. same ceNter.
the Justice center has a new name: 
children’s advocacy center 

caN is proud to announce that the Justice center has a new name - the children’s advocacy center. it’s the 
same great center with all of the wonderful partner agencies still under one roof, it just has a new name and 
fancy new look. the name change was an initiative led by all the partner agencies. 

everyone felt it was time for a new name that distinguished us from the other 
Justice centers in town (Juvenile Justice center, Broken arrow Justice center, 
creek county criminal Justice center, David L. moss criminal Justice center)  
and reflected the great work of all the agencies involved! 

many thanks to our friends at Quiktrip for the donation of the signs and much 
needed face lift on the building! 

tHaNK YOU, QUiKtriP! 
On Friday, sept. 5, 2014, over 200 employees from Quiktrip vol-
unteered for the tulsa area United way’s annual Day of caring 
at caN. Volunteers showed up at 7 a.m. that morning and didn’t 
leave until 5:30 p.m. that night. 
Projects they worked on included: landscaping, painting the 
center, repairing and painting the fence, organizing storage in the 
gym, building cubicles for the administration staff in the gym, 
putting down carpet and moving furniture. 
View photos from the Day of caring projects on the caN Facebook page (facebook.com/childabusenet-
work). watch a Youtube video produced by cal Findeiss on the caN website (childabusenetwork.org). this 
video shows the amazing transformation that happened on sept. 5!
many, many thanks to the volunteers for aLL they did! special thanks to project coordinators: Doug 
cussimanio, Bryan williams and tim Kempf. 



Thank You, Patrons, Donors & Volunteers!

the 4th annual caNdlelight Ball is scheduled for satur-
day, april 25 at the mayo Hotel in downtown tulsa. this 
event is sure to be a magical evening for all who attend. 

attendees will enjoy dinner, dancing, fabulous auction 
packages to bid on, majestic entertainment and a few 
surprises. this year’s theme is “every child is a precious 
jewel” representing the uniqueness of every child we see 
here at the center. 

Our Honorary chair is 
former District attorney tim 

Harris. Our event chair is 
amanda mcconnell. we are thrilled that the Barnett Family Foundation and the 
Hillcrest Healthcare system are our illuminate sponsors this year. we are so 
grateful for all of our fabulous sponsors! (Photos courtesy of Valerie Grant Visuals) 

For more information on how you can become a sponsor and attend this  
unforgettable event, please visit childabusenetwork.org or call 918-624-0201.  

YOU caN Be a sUPerHerO FOr KiDs!
caN superhero challenge is a fun and family-friendly event that gives your inner 
superhero the chance to shine! the 2nd annual event is set for sunday, march 29 
at the beautiful POstOaK Lodge & retreat. Our presenting sponsors this year are 
D&L Oil tools and Quiktrip. 

Dress up like your favorite superhero! there will be two obstacle challenges: the 
sidekick challenge for 12 years and younger (parents can accompany their child), 
and the superhero challenge for 13 years and older. after the challenges, there will 
be fun and games available including inflatables, bounce houses, photo  
opportunities, face painting, food and more!

also, there is a $500 cash award that will be given to the school with the most participation in either 
challenge. caN will notify the winning school.  

“the event is open to all ages...all superheroes are welcome to participate,” said marnie Phelps, event chair. 
“we are encouraging everyone to grab their capes, put on their masks, and feel like a kid again.” 

For more details about the event, visit childabusenetwork.org or facebook.com/caNsuperherochallenge. For 
questions, call 918-624-0201 or email events@childabusenetwork.org. 

Leslie Croteau and Marnie 
Phelps, event co-chairs for 
CAN Superhero Challenge. 

Tim Harris, former district 
attorney, is Honorary Chair. 
Amanda McConnell, CAN 
board member, is Event Chair.

4tH aNNUaL caNDLeLigHt BaLL

Tyra Palmer and Kevin Gross with Hillcrest HealthCare 
System, Amanda McConnell and Barbara Findeiss.

SOLD  OUT



Thank 
You!

we offer our deepest gratitude to all who support caN.  Your generous gifts enable us to help abused children.  the donors noted 
represent the gifts received from July 1, 2014 - December 31, 2014.  we are grateful for every donation.  if there is an error or  
omission, please contact the Development office at (918) 624-0201 or events@childabusenetwork.org.
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connect with caN to:
•  schedule a tour of our center
•  Learn more about gift options
•   Learn about upcoming events and center news
•  Learn more about volunteer opportunities

you caN stay connected

Questions? Volunteer? Donate?
www.childabusenetwork.org
info@childabusenetwork.org

(918) 624-0200

you caN help 
there are many ways to support the children served by caN.  Here are a few ideas:

Provide Wish List Items

Books, games & Puzzles for children & 
adolescents

Backpacks & Book Bags (New)
Journals & Pens

Baseball caps (New - child & teen)
First class Postage stamps

8.5” x 11” copy Paper

*Visit childabusenetwork.org for an  
up-to-date wish List of 

needed items Or to make a 
charitable donation online.

Volunteer Your Time

caN relies on volunteers from 
the community to supplement 

our staff hours of service.  

in 2014, our volunteers provided over 
2,250.5 hours of service. 

 
if you are interested in joining our team of 
more than 300 volunteers, please contact 
Dawn Barrick, volunteer coordinator, at 

918-624-0204 or 
dbarrick@childabusenetwork.org.

Give a Charitable Gift

caN depends on gifts from generous 
donors like you to fulfill our mission to 

help children in crisis.  through the 
generosity of our community, we are able 
to provide all our services at no cost to 

the families we serve!

thank you for your loyal support.

contact caN for more information:  
(918) 624-0201 or 

info@childabusenetwork.org

Leaving a Legacy Through Planned Giving
child abuse Network deeply appreciates our supporters who have chosen to include our organization in their family’s charitable giving 
strategy.  there are many strategies for planned giving, including listing a charity as a recipient of a life insurance policy or estate plan-
ning.  most people have questions about planned giving, which can be a daunting process.  caN provides a no-cost planning service 
for those who would like more information about planned giving, how to start the process, or simply want to have their current plan 
reviewed. to speak with one of our planning professionals, please call (918) 624-0201.

iconnectfacebook.com/childabusenetwork     facebook.com/candlelightball     facebook.com/cansuperherochallenge 

Please let us know if we need to update your contact information: (918) 624-0201 or info@childabusenetwork.org.

DONOr sPOtLigHt: tulsa chapter institute of real estate management 
caN was honored to be the beneficia-
ry of the irem 32nd annual Fashion 
show & silent auction! the event 
is coordinated by members of the 
tulsa chapter institute of real estate 
management (irem). they did an 
outstanding job! thank You, irem!

Our very own super models, Dr. 
michael Baxter and Detective Jeanne 
macKenzie, walked the runway. they 
enjoyed participating in the fashion show! 

this year, proceeds from the event were matched dollar for dollar by Kathy and ed 
Leinbach, longtime friends and supporters of child abuse Network and an accredited 
management Organization member of irem. thank You, mr. & mrs.   

  Leinbach, for your generous donation! 

CAN Website Has a New Look!
Visit the website today to see the exciting changes -  

www.childabusenetwork.org

Many Thanks to 501technet, Mark Whitmire, Asemio, Shane 
Hacker and Ryan Haight for making this possible!

Dr. Michael Baxter 
and Detective Jeanne 

MacKenzie. 

(left to right) Del Cowsar, Brandi Moore, 
Det. Jeanne MacKenzie and Katrina Sauer.




